GEORGE THE THIRD
by all the Cabinet; but Shelburne and his followers had their
own ideas as to the best methods of execution; and they were
vastly different from the views of the Rockingham group.
Moreover, there were jealousies to be contended with: on his
own admission Fox admits that he and Shelburne did not work
harmoniously together.
Shelburne shows himself more and more every day [wrote Fox on
April 28th]; is ridiculously jealous of my encroachment on his
Department, and wishes very much to encroach on mine.
Nor were the members of the Cabinet politically honest with
themselves. Richmond, for example, had pleaded for the reform
of the representative system for long enough; but when he
found that Rockingham would not support his schemes he was
ready to throw them over rather than do the honourable thing
and resign. Thus it was left to the Younger Pitt to sponsor a
scheme for parliamentary reform; but when he raised the ques-
tion in the Commons in May only two members of the Ministry
—Fox and Sheridan—supported him; while others bitterly
opposed him. There was no more resolute opponent of Pitt's
measure than Edmund Burke, who, so Sheridan declared in a
letter written shortly after the debate in the Commons,
acquitted himself with the most magnanimous indiscretion;
attacked W. Pitt in a scream of passion, and swore Parliament was,
and always had been, precisely what it ought to be, and that all
people who thought of reforming it wanted to overturn the
Constitution.
It was one thing to preach parliamentary reform when in opposi-
tion, but another to be willing to practise it when in power.
Pitt's proposal, therefore, was heavily defeated; but the reputa-
tion of the Ministers suffered in consequence. Burke's impassioned
defence had laid bare the political insincerity of his party: it was
unwilling to reform a system which could be worked to such
advantage and profit by the party in power!
Dislike of the Rockinghams, as that group was called, and
ambition brought the King and Shelburne closer together. The
latter, determined to assume control of the reins of power at the
earliest moment, ingratiated himself with the King. Shelburne
held the view that if the Government was prepared to recognize
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